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ANNUAL REPORT 


o\ 

J-HE POST OFFICE OF INDIA 

FOR THF YEAR 

1907-08. 


No. 22g-s B. P , doted the 30th September rpoS. 

W Maxwell^ Es«, /TS', Offg Dirccior-Csneral of tue Post Office of 
To — The Secretary to tne Government of India, Dep&riment of Commerce and Industry* 

I HAVE the honour to submit the Annual Report on the Post Office of India 
for the official year 1907-0S 

s. The administration of the Department was in the hands of Mr. Charge of 
C. Stewart-Wilson almost throughout the year. I held charge only for the last Office 
nineteen days in March, 

3 The year under review was remarkable on account of the number of im- Principal 
portant administrative measures that were carried out. The grant of discount on land post 
the sale of postage stamps and stationery was discontinued with effect from ist 
April 1907 and, in order to prevent the public from being put to inconvenience in 
obtaining stamps, numerous small offices were opened m the larger towns and paid 
vendors were appointed at all the important post offices, while special arrange- 
ments were also made for counter clerks to keep supplies of stamps for sale 
during the hours the offices w'ere open. The result of these measures, as shown 
in another part of this report, was that the percentage of increase in the case of 
unpaid letters was smaller than in the two previous years and also smaller than 
the percentage of incmase of paid letters issued for delivery during the year. 

The savings effected by the discontinuance of discount on stamps were 
utilised in improving the pay of postmasters throughout the comitry. 

The three minor circles of Eastern Bengal, Assam, and Sind and Baluchis- 
tan were abolished, the two first-named being amalgamated to form the major 
circle of Eastern Bengal and Assam, while in the case of the third, the prov- 
ince of Sind was attached to Bombay and Baluchistan to the Punjab and North- 
West Frontier Circle. 

The old Railway Mail Service circle which practically comprised the whole 
of India except the Punjab, was also abolished and its place taken by 4 conve, 
mently-azed circles, each under the charge of an Inspector-General. This 
reorganisatipn, which was required as the charge was much too extensive for one 
Inspector-General to supervise, has* resulted in a marked im|icovemont in sorting ^ - 

arra^emenis and in the administration of the Railway Mml ^rvice- ; 

A, further step in the progress of postal unity was made by 'the , am^gama- , , 
tion ol t^JBtdkar postal system with the Imperial Post Office, This measure, . 





r*rtenGed the opening of 53 post offices and 571 miles of mail lines. There 
noA ec ram ui India less than 20 Native States which retain postal systems of 
their o’Rn 

In \icw of the heavy work and great personal responsibility attaching to 
the appointments of the Presidency Postmasters of Calcutta, Bombay, and 
Madr„x and of the Postmasters of Rangoon and Lahore, a substantial increase 
of pav was sanctioned for these officers. 

Perl’.aps the most important administrative changes of the year w^e the 
reforms introduced with respect to letter and parcel postage. 

With effect from ist October 1907 the weights of letters allowed for | and i 
a”na were raised from f to i tola and from to 10 tolas, respectively, and the 
parcel postage rates applicable to weights between 20 and 440 tolas were reduced 
by two annas throughout the scale. 

The serious strike of the guards and drivers of the East Indian Railway 
which occurred in November dislocated the mail arrangements for some time, but 
the situation was dealt with successfully by the Department, and on the whole the 
detentions to which the mails were subjected were of no great consequence. 

Of the improvements introduced in railway communications which affected 
the Post Office, the most important was the alteration m the timings of the mail 
services between Calcutta and Madras which resulted practically in a postal 
saving of two days in the time occupied in the double journey, as a reply from 
Madras to a letter posted at Calcutta can now be received two days earlier than 
under the former timings. 

In January the Post Office organised a service in connection with the military 
operations in the Bazar Valley and the arrangements made worked satisfactorily. 

In the Life Branch of the Postal Insurance Fund a change of considerable 
advantage to policy-holders was made, Government having decided that the 
sums eventually payable in respect of policies which were m existence on 31st 
March 1907 should be increased by to per cent, and that the premia payable on 
sums assured after that date should be reduced by the same percentage. 

Plague continued to exact a heavy toll from the Department, the total 
number of deaths of postal servants from this cause being 243, as compared with 
283 in 1906-07, but it is very gratifying to be able to record that no instance 
came to dotice of desertion of duty from fear of the disease. 


Among the raiftot events may be mentioned the opening of a Postal Audit 
office at Madraa, removaJ of certain restrictions on the redirection of 
telegraphic money orders, and the introduction of a new procedure with tespect 
' to value-payable articles and registered parc^Si , , 

fa 4. During the year under repcit very special attention wds paid fri raising 
* the pay of ■ postal servants, tint only ott account of the growth of work and 
money 'responsibility but also on account of the general rise in the cost of Kyii^. 
Increases in pay ware sanctioned in the ca^e of bo less than aSti head 


, posiitnasters, 98 deputy and assistant postmasters, 736 sub-postmjisters, and 
583 branch postmasters, but it should be explained that the greater |mrt of 
, titfc cost of these iipprovCments was met from the special funds provided for the, 

^ putppse in cqnnectimz with the aWlition of discount on the sales of poatago' ^ 

, ' ; smd po^ statismery. The pay of 684 clerks and sorters, 3,05,7 j^stmen 

-','1 aii^ .village ‘ppstine% ,'1,856 rmmera and ^47 other inferior servants was also , 

' ri . raiaedi f*:,- T , ■ ^ ; r / ' ' ^ ^ -f. 

^ '/w, ’ ' ,the'^ ; ^ , halii nt m' April ' atnil' '' ,> 

^ i fete 



of weight tor foreign letters was raised trom oz. to i oz , and the rates for foreign 
letter postage were retised as tuliows — 

To the United Kinguom and Dr.ti'-h pos'=e‘-.3iuiis 
{with the c'cccptiin of Ccvlonj pai ticipatin;; 
in the Imperial Pennv Postage scheme and 

tu llg_\ pt ^including the Sciudaa) , i anna per oz , or part of that 

weight 

Tfr^li other countries and places served b’' 
the Foreign Post ^ with tie e^cepfon of 
Cejlcnand Portagueae India to which the 

Indian inland rates are applicable^ . . an~as for the fi'st oz , and li 

annas for every additional oz , 
or part of that weight 

The letter postage to Basutoland, the Bechuanaland Protectorate, British 
Bechuanaland, Rhodesia, the Fanning Islands, Tortola, and Tristan D’Acunha 
was reduced to one anna the ounce 

A scheme known as the “ International Reply-coupon” scheme w'as 
introduced with effect from the 15th November 1907, under which senders of 
letters exchanged between India and a large number of other countries and 
colonies can prepay the replies to their letters by means of “reply-coupons,” whicha 
like postage stamps, can be purchased at any post office. These coupons are 
sold to the public at the price of 3 annas each. 

The value-payable system was made applicable to postal articles exchanged 
w'lth Portuguese India and with the British Protectorate of Somaliland 

The foreign money order system was extended to Brazil, the Japanese 
Postal Agencies m Manchuria, and Karafuto (Japanese Saghalien), A maximum 
limit was Imposed on the value of foreign sterling money orders and British 
postal orders issued to an)' single individual in one day, this limit being ^ too , 
in the case of foreign sterling money orders and ^^20 in that of British postal 
orders. 

The rates of postage applicable to parcels for a large number of 
countries and colonies iwere reduced in consequence of the reduction contemplated 
by Article 3 of the Parcel Post Convention of Rome in the charges for 
sea transit of parcels having been agreed to by Germany ^nd certain other 
countries whose maritime services are used by the Indian Post Office for the 
transmission of parcels. Reductions were also effected in the rates of parcel 
postage to Rhodesia, the United States of America,, the Ottoman offices in 
Turkey, and the Fiji Islands. 

The foreign parcel post was extended to Russia in Asia, the Japanese 
offices in Manchuria, and Karafuto, and insurance to destination was made 
availafole m the case of the foreign registered letter and parcel exchanges lyith 
certain British and French possessions, with the German offices in China, and 
with the Japanese offices in Manchuria and Karafuto. 

' ^ A new cos^set was concluded by His Majesty’s Postmaster-General with 
the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigadon Company for a combined Eastern 
and Ahsbralian mail service, which came into operation on the ist February 1908. 
The times in transit from Brindisi to Bombay under this new contrstet has 
been reduced by 8 hours, so that the mails, which still laave London every 
Friday night at lo are now due at Bombay’ at '45 on' Friday of ‘ each 
^eek* Hegotiationa i^?e also Oo’mi^ted dhtfing’ the yeay for eu^Jementaiy 
con^micl.Mth the Bdiyh; India Steam Hadgati^ Compact' honvey^^e 
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’ll -i. i ol- 6 Tp lo and including Friday, the 7th February 1908, the Peninsular and 
Orlen-'al Steam NaMg?tion Comoany's outward mail steamers -were due to arn\e 
at Br>miia\ at 2 P M. onFnda} of each week. Since that date, however, the due 
tinu of arrival has been altered, under the provisions of the new contract 
concluded by Hi« Maiesty’s Postmaster-General with the Company, to 6 A.M. 
on Friday of each neek. All the steamers reached Bombay on Fnday, but 
the contract time was exceeded on one occasion by 12 hours and 5 minutes, 
the dela) being due m part to the S S. “ Mongolia ” having arrived^several 
hours late at Aden in consequence of a fire having broken out on board that 
steamer between Gibraltar and Marseilles, and partly to the connecting steamer, 
the “ Caledonia,” having been disabled between Aden and Bombay through a 
slight accident to her machinery The shortest time occupied in the transit of 
the mail from London to Bombay was 13 days, 6 hours, and 10 minutes, while 
the average time for the year was 13 days, ii hours, and 13 minutes The 
quickest transit from Bombay to London was 13 days and 3 minutes, the 
average time for the year being 13 days, 15 hours, and 46 minutes 


Section I.— Post offices and postal communications. 

(I) Post offices and letter-boxes. 

Po.tofticps 7. Appendix I shows the number of post offices, letter-boxes and village 
Sten, *****'^ postmen in each circle at the close of the year as compared with the correspond- 
ing figures at the close of the previous year. The number of post offices rose 
from 17,180 to 17,777 and of letter-boxes from 39,523 to 41,648, and the in- 
creases were distributed fairly evenly among the various circles. 11,387 post 
offices were in charge of school masters and other persons who are not regular 
servants of the Department, as against 10,851 at the end of 1906-07 


(2) Postal communications. 

?«BU> »«n 8. In Appendix I also are shown the distances over which mails were 

eonveyed daily or oftener m both directions m each circle by the various agen- 
cie4 employed by this Department. The total figures for the last two years 
are given in the following statement . — 


Nature of Postal Communications 



Railway | 

Runners 

and 

boats* 

Mail cart, 
tonga, 
etc. 

Steamer. | 

j 

Total. 

Mileage at close of 1906-07 . , 

». „ of 1907-08. 

? 7.954 

30.536 

j 

96,034 

95.373 

9,199 

9,379 

20,419 

19,051 

153,606 

154,338 

, Increase or Decrease , . 

+ 2,582 

!:-.66a 

+ 1 80 

-r,36S 

+733 


Section II.— C<»respuiidence and Parcels— Postage stampa. 

^ ^ ^ ■ ... - V, 

($). Correspondence and patielS. 

* r 1 ''f f i 






111131101 

mi 


ittttr 




ggai^BgS!! 8 ga 8 BSg!Hg 8 !gH 8 B 


Hi 


-jiBai 

.JNBHHIHIgW 

mBBaagagr 

laaaaaaaai 

naBaaBaai 


:»as:; 


laaBaBaam 

J ^jaaBaBaBiq 

i 5 iaS !!»^3 


loai 


aani^l 

-laBBBBI 


laai 


tBai 


jHBMBaaaaaaBi- _ 

iii^ffiBBaaRaaBrBiFaBBaaaaBiiln^e 


las 


LETTERS JM 10 MILUDHS - 
NEW$PAf»ERS W MilliONS - 
PISKITS « « 

PARCELS JRy w 

MONEY ORDERS IN 
TOTAL IN 18 « 


^xnaRai 

nsssiRiKii 


!3IKRHI8»RI873»aSR»;ii 
iRiiRssr^fiSR i 30 ssais 0 «; 

[R»sr‘ 


i»RaL___ 

iaaanas 




BaBBBBBBBB'JRBBaaBSaa 
aaBB 3 iBBaBBaaBaB 8 BBaai 
aaBBBaaaBnsauaaaBi — 

^aBBaBBllBB’^IB»BaaBr 

SBaBBaaaaiQasriiUBaa! 

[a 8 snsRa 8 Ba 8 aaa» 88 BB 8 Bu::as:ai 


laaa 

mm 


saaasai 


BBaaaaa 
jBBBBaa 
HBSHNBBH 
. aHsaaBBiiii 
saBaBaBEsnaaL 
jsaaaflRBBBaasL, 
iBauaaaaBBnaaB 
usaasaaBaBaaaaai 
laStvaHaaaBaaaaBi 
^aaaaBaaagr 
aaaaaBHuaaaa 
isaaaBBBRaaaa 
aaaaaanaaaiia 
aBaaaaaBanaaBl 
laaanaaasaaauB] 


BaaBaaiBi 8 i 8 aaa 8 BaH 8 aaaa 8 aB 88 aaaBaari 8 ari 5 BaaasBisr-i^EaB{SBssssaaaus|aaaaa| 
aaaaaaattaaaaBaBaaaaaaaaaaaBaaaaaaaBaaaaBBaaaBBaaaaaBaaaaaBBsiBaaaal 
aaaaMflas8KaaBaiHBaBaaaaai:aBaaaaaaa^^aa'i{aBaaB£!!aa'^;8aBBB3aBaaaaaaaaaa| 
»aa»aRaaaaiHaaaaaisaaa8aaaaaaaa»aaieBB^iaaBaaa8BB|3BaaBB8aBaa:iaaaaaaa| 
ttaaRuaMaasaaaaBsaaBailaaaaasaaaBaa^iaaaaisBBBaisisa^^isaasiaaaaaaaaaaaaar. 
8 anna«R 8 aaBiiBapaaaaaaaaaaa&aai 8 ar>: 888 aa 8 iiBBaisari»asasataaBisaaaBBaa 8 Ba| 
'saaastaaaaaaasaiaaRaaaaaaaa»aaBaa 8 ar<aaaB 88 assas^aisaaaBiS 8 atiaaassKaaBa 8 l 
aaKiaasaaaaaaaaaaiiaaaaaaaaasiaaarjBriSsaaasisRaaaaa^iasssssisaaaaiBaaiiaaaaaal 


laaaaaaaBBaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa: 


laiaaaaaiaaaaaaaaaaaBaaaaaiaarja^iiaaaaaaaaa »5>assaaaas 


aBaaaaaassa^aaisaisaafi 


SSi8l8353IRS383f3iii 

'ifssi: 


iaaaaaaaaaiiaaaii 

;! >1411 •{!( M« vaaaac KB •« a« «*«»'«««« •« I 

Ir tBui ii BiiBKas «« MM aa >« sft Ba »« Ki I 


-juassaaaaaaaasa,. 
i niisaaaassaaaaaaaaal 


maaatiaaaaaaeasaaisaaaaaaassaaa^KaaaaBaaaaasir^asaaaai 
liligggiSS^^’i*^*)'!p>%»«^i!saaaa::aaa’:ia!.iiaaaaisaaaar*:ia'iiaasiaa:r 

laaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaai^a^aaaaaaaaaii^a^aaiassaaa 

iEil!§gai!!lgil^^Pi^^l«^"^i«’^><!^»i^>«"aaaaaa:saaa^£{rjBaaaaaBasia»Baaaaaaaa:saai:a 

|»iaiaa 8 K|![aaai:aaasa:i::aaaa»r,a!ii 8 aa::a::aa:!‘>aai!:;aaaa:::ns!:aa:::i::aaaaaa:;a::a::u::| 

— — ■s 8 !saKaas!«saaaa!saa?JS!.;;;:::::::::::::L:::-^,:: ..... 

ti«^i;iMa 8 aaaaa;^a!aiaaaaaaaaaKaaaf^aa»a;»ss;aaaaaaaaiaiaa:aiii:aiaa!i: fpii 




isiaaaaaaaaaaaiiKi . 

p!i»»l*":»a“.:::»!!:;.i:;'^;:a::aaa 3 aaaaaa^<aaE^«;aka:i:aaaaaassaaaBaaisaa£»:a:sasiaa|ir;|;| 


r»^' 4 i:::aaaaaa:saaaa:! 8 i;;a:sai.iaaa 8 ::aaaaaaasss 


i;‘pi!ii£aaaaaaaaaaaaaaa:sia:::asa:Maas:aaa:!BSi;si 




.i:..-i:asssaiajss’,BKaaaKSKi!si:*:. 5 saa.;iai 


^aaaaaaiaraaaaaiaiaaaliiasaaaaaiisiisa!!:!::*;! 


|a|»:;|a»aisaiiafiiisaiEaaaaa!:ai:aaaaaaaaaaaa 8 ia 8 aiaa«naii«*>||| 

...i.* 4 ;:;r::g:;ir.iKr.l£S 5 ii!Kli«**f*"*fr«"*KS®“S’s«K““!!sss!aaKaa!saB 5 sssaasKa||!||S|a|| 5 |S|| 
i.>i»«i«<a*»£»>£H«s:ii;asaa>*?““'^!££<*«i;£S;s:asaaaaaaa»aHaauassaaaaai!aMMHEa»«s!»aaaEa;s*«« 

tr-.L,^:i^;--i.-;.L:.;j,.i:.;v-.;-.;»i*««»«w«aa»«faa»»aM»»”*«a"aa"”Maaa™ 8 aaa!«aaii 3 B*»Ba»»a«»roK»»»«»a»ii»i«»a«».! 5 «Mgs 












5 


of the number during the preceding year. Statistics showing the different clashes 
of articles delivered in the various postal circles during 1907-08 will be found ir 
Appendix II, and a general summary of the results is given in the following state- 
ment — 


Classes of postal articles 

ipc6-07 

< Increase r+) 
1907 08, or 

.decrease (— ) 

1 1 7 

Percentage of 
incrr‘’’Se { + )or 
decrease (— ; 

Letters — pa d • • * 

,f unpaid • 

registered 

286,4 iS 576 
36 100,19s 

16022,377 

305,034 Roi 
38304,900 

+ iS 616 225 
^ 2,204,70s 

4 * J 610,875 I 

+ 6*50 
+ 6x1 
+ 1005 

Total letters 

338,541 148 

3*<5o,972 953 

+ 22,431805 ' 

+ 663 

Postcards • • • 



345,166,420 

362,546,^6 

t 

+ I 7 » 38 o, 2 o 6 j 

•*■503 

Total letters and postcards 

( 

683 707 56S 

723,5*9.579 , 

+ 39,812,011 1 

+ 5 82 

Registered newspapers • • 1 

Book and pattern packets . . « 

I 

44,045 ^^<5 i 
46 S21 , 

48^94479 j 
48,941,096 

+4,348913 

+3,419,528 

+965 

+ S 20 

Total articles of tlie letter mail i 

774,274.702 [ 

820 . 755^*54 ! 

+ 46,480,452 

+ 6 00 

Farcels-^egi stored * . • . • 

„ unregistered • * « 

3474034 ; 

, i,b07,S5O I 

3 856,147 1 
2,028,022 

+ 3 & 3 ,ii 5 
•+220,572 

+ T! 00 
+ I 5 i 18 

Total parcels 

S,5Sj,884 ] 

i 

5.884,169 ' 

1 

+ 602,285 

4 11 40 

Grand tola! o£ all postal articles 

! 779 i *^3^586 

1 ^ 

, 826,639,323 ’ 

+ 47,o52,737 

+ 6 04 


It will be seen that there was, as usual, a large increase in the total number 
of articles issued for delivery under every head and that the numerical increase 
during 1907-08 was greater under the bead of paid letters than under any other 
head of postal articles. The fact that the percentage of increase, namely 611, 
in the case of unpaid letters was smaller than in tne two prewous years and also 
smaller than the percentage of increase, namely, 6 50, in the case of paid letters 
issued for delivery during the year is noteworthy as having occurred in the year 
in which the grant of discount on the sale of postage stamps was discontinued. 
These figures shovv that this measure has not prejudiced the sales of stamps 
or placed any real difiiculty in the way of the public obtaining stamps. The 
special steps referred to in paragraph 3 as having been taken by the Department 
no doubt contributed appreciably to this satisfactory result. 

The hope was expressed in the last Annual Report that the reductidn in the 
postage rates for parcels, which came into force on the rst October 1907, would 
give a new stimulus to this branch of postal traffic. This hope has actually been 
realised, the total number of parcels, registered and unregistered, having risen 
from 5,281,884 in the previous year to 5,884,169, thus showing an increase o4 
602,285, or 1 1 '40 per cent., as compared with an increase of 326,505, or 6*59 per 
cent., last year, and of 414,012, or 9*12 per cent., in the year farfqre. 


The diagram opposite this page shows graphically the growth of postal 
traffic In its |)nncipal branches since 1854. 

10. The Si^cond table in Appendix I shows, for each postal .circle, the 
nhhiber of post officjas, letter-boxes, and postal articles in ndatioa to ate% 
latS^I* and literate pofRilatioii. '' 
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' tl-er f.ere ^'93 pcs* a) a^-frles — Setters, postcards, packets, and 

parci* '.s — per h>-.id of the fotd popu'at'on and Si’Qo postal articl s per head of 
the liter >te pcpii^i'son. As m prevous vi ars, the number of postal articles per 
head c.s the gepcnd population i?>as high at in Domhay tthcre it was 605. 

11 The toreign correspondence recctvt d ,r. India for dt-lner) is included in 
the total f gores co*itained in Appendix I!, The namber of letters and postcards 
recened from the United Kingdom was S 910 625. ?s compared with 8,637,102 
in the p’-ecedmg year, while 91489,565 newspapers, book-packets and samples 
were received as compared with 1 1,507,783 in the pievous year The number 
of letters and postcards despatched to the United Kingdom from this country 
during 1907-0S w'as 7,S8 i .421, as compared with 7450,850, and the number 
of nerrspapefs, book-packets and samples was 1,640,010, as compared with 
1,553,219 during 1906-07. It maybe explained that up to and including the year 
1906-07, the figures relating to correspondence received from the United Kingdom 
were estimated on statistics of weight taken in respect of only two mails in the 
year, whereas, for the year under report, they have been calculated from actual 
weights recorded mail by mail throughout the w*hole year. Moreover, a change 
has been made in the method of calculating, from the recorded weights, the number 
of letters and postcards both sent and received ; and, for the purpose of making 
a proper comparison of the results of the last two years, this new method has been 
applied to the recorded weights for the jear 1 906-07 as well as to those for the year 
under report. The figures representing the number of letters and postcards 
exchanged between India and the United Kingdom during 1906-07, as given 
above, differ, therefore, to some extent, from those given in the report for that 
year. The decrease in the figures showing the number of newspapers, book- 
packets and samples received from the United Kingdom in 1907-08 is probably 
due in a great measure to the fact that these figures are based on the actual 
weights of the articles in question received in each mail instead of on the weights 
ascertained in the case of two mails only, and also to some extent to the fact, 
mentioned in the Reports for previous years, that the outw'ard packet-mail is parti- 
cnlarly liable to fiuctuatipns owing to variations in the numbers of pamphlets, 
trade-circulars, etc., sent out for distribution m India, 

As regards the correspondence exchanged with countries other than the 
United Kingdom, the figures for several years past have been of no statistical 
value, as owing to the discontinuance, under the terms of the Principal Conven- 
tion of Washington, of the Union statistics which used to be taken every three 
yimrs, those figures were merely a repetition of the return based upon the Statis- 
tics taken in 1896. Fresh statistics, however, were recorded in October 1907, 
and it IS possible now to judge of the progress during the past la years. On the 
basis of the figures lor the statistical periods of h^ay 1896 and October 1907, 
the estimated number of letters and po^cards received in India in 1907-08 
from cptmtries otbca* than the United Kingdom was 4,032,145, as coaifiared 
with »,*57»79S in 1895*96, wliile the number of newspapers, book-phekets, 
and samples reemved rose from 1,348,683 in the latter year to -4^056j3iS in 
1907*08. The nuthhers of ft) — ^letters and postcards, and (a) newspapers, book- * 
packets and'^ ^mples despatched to snch countries were 4,649,905 add 
3,310,070, respectively* as compeared with 2,109,500 and 1,611,92.1, rsesp^i 

i.' • , /.yrii' 

12. ,1^ tofal otiniW Of 'jarcdls eent by the fonslgn ' post frpth|,|iis ' oounti^,^ 
^:,,teoln|0lnd 'with‘ ' 267,848 dWing,^ the i^ear, and^,^t^5tl 



/ 


nuniht r rcct-nrci was 326,705, as compareil wrh 317 S95 in 1906-07. Theit- w,{is 
thus r. decrease of *8 per cent in the number of foreign parcels despatched and 
an increase of 2*77 per cent in the number received. The slight decrease in 
the case of parcels despatched was due altogether to the falling-off referred to 
below, in the outward parcel traffic to Ce}lon. 

The numbers of parcels sent to, and received from, the United Kingdom 
during the }c°r under report were 125,457 and 239,021, respectively, as compar- 
ed with 122 460 and 235,695, respectively, during 1906-07. The percentage 
which this traffic bears to the total of our foreign parcel tiaffic remains fairly 
stationary. In the exchange with Cejlon, while there was a marked and steady 
incrccise in the number of parcels received, a decs ease occurred m the number 
despatched from India, the figures in the case of these parcels having fallen from 
90,576 in 1906-07 to 84,154 in the 3’ear under report. This fall was due mainly 
to the operation of the new rule designed to prevent firms trading on what is 
known as the “ Coupon ” or “ Snowball ” system from availing themselves of the 
facilities afforded by the Value-pajable system for the conduct of their business. 

In the case of the exchanges with countries other than the United Kingdom and 
Ceylon, there was a satisfactory development of the traffic in both directions, the 
numbers of parcels sent to and received from these countnes during 1907-08 
being 54,760 and 64,290, respectively, as compared with 53,357 and 59,757, 
respectively, in the previous )ear. In the direction from India the most im- 
portant increases were in the despatches to France, Egj-pt, and the Far East, 
while in the opposite direction, the greatest increases were in the receipts from 
Egypt and Italy. 

The numbers of parcels received at Bombay by the inward Christmas and 
New Year’s mails were 9 o 77 and 10,685, respectively. 

13. Appendix 11 shows that 826,639,323 letters, postcards, newspapers, Delivery 
packets, and parcels were issued for delivery, and these figures, added to the ye*. **** 
22,830,365 money orders issued for payment, make a grand total for all these 

classes of articles of 849,469,688, as compared with 800,938,083 m 1906-07, 
being an increase of 6'o6 per cent., as agamst an increase of 6 24 per cent, in 
the previous year. Of the total number of articles issued for delivery or 
payment, it is estimated that 807,849,495, or 95*10 per cent., were actually 
delivered or paid. 

14. The total number of postal articles, excluding money orders, consigned Work of 
to the several Dead Letter Offices was 8,443,149, representing an increase over 

the previous year of only 10*48 percent., as agamst one of 1968 per cent. in 
1906-07 and of 21*29 cent, in the preceding year. This result is in accordance 
with the opinion expressed by Mr. Stew-art-Wilson in last year’s report as to the 
effect that might he expected when the public came to understand the rules 
relating to postcards. 

Appendix III contains detailed information as to the distribution among the 
Dead Letter Offices, and the manner of disposal, of the articles which reached 
those offices. More than 32 per cent, of the total number of articles were re- 
dii^ted to the addressees ■, while nearly 46 per cent, were issued for return to the 
sendera. Less than 8 per cent, of the total number of articles issued by the Dead 
Letter Offices ctoe back to them undelivered, and the total number of articles 
|na% deposited’ a% “dead,” that fe, as undefiverable either to addressees' or sen- - 

deta,;;^as 2, 3^2, j8a; - This figure represents' ‘aB percent., or,, abbufe 3 in /every - 
thoui^ articles given, but at post offices for ddfiveTy during the year, and in- 1 T > “ L 
eludes a number ofraiticles which from their nature were not susoeptiy e c«f " * 
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toi cxPiT. pie rtrt!ck-s or i^hich the senders failed to ^nte an) address 
at all In a-*^tides opened in ihc fi\e more importrnt Deaa Letter Offices, 
cheques handte*^: currenc) notes. Dills of evcban^e, coins, and other property of 
tiae nominal %a1ije of more than 14 lakhs of rupees were found, ana the majoniy 
of these artsclrs were successfully delivered either to the addressees or the 
sc nders. 


I 

i-nri 

«S iii l^cr^ 


15. Details 


{2} Postage stamps 

of the issues from treasur<es of ordinary postage stamps, 
postcards, embossed envelopes and wrappers and also of service postage stamps, 
postcards and envelopes will be found m Appendix IV. The total value of 
ordinary postage stamps and postal stationery issued during the year amounted 
to mote than lakhs of rupees, showing an increase of over 9 lakhs 

over the value of issues during the previous year. The total value of service 
stamps issued exceeded 37^ lakhs, being an increase of more than 1^ lakhs 
upon last year’s figure. 

The issues of ordinary stamps were largest in the Bombay, Bengal and 
Madras Circles, where they amounted to over 50 lakhs, 46 lakhs and 42 
Idkhs, respectively 

The quarter-anna adhesive stamp continued to command the highest sale, 
the total number sold having increased from i4of millions in the previous year 
to 15 li millions during the year under report. The quarter-anna single 
postcard had the next largest sale, but owing to the increasing popularity of the 
private postcard the sales which amounted to over 127 millions in the year under 
report were less by two millions than m the previous year. The half- 
anna adhesive stamp comes next, and its issues including the stamps in 
booklets were over 103 millions. This was followed by the small half-anna enve- 
lope, which IS sold for the denominated value of the stamp, with issues of over 
73I millions, as against 75 millions in the previous year, the decrease being 
due to the introduction of the embossed half -anna thick square envelope 
at the end of the previous year, and the embossed half-anna commercial 
envelope during the year under report. The special envelopes and wrappers 
supplied by the Department for which a charge is made on account of stationery 
showed a general increase in the sales except in the case of the half -anna 
and one-anna newspaper wrappers, the old half-anna thin square envelopes, 
and the a^anna oblong envelopes As regards service stamps and envelopes 
there was an increase in the sales of the stamps and envelopes of all denomi- 
nations with the exception of the old half-anna thin and the one-anna thick 
sq^uare envelopes and the two-anna large registration envelopes. 

In addition to postage stamps, non-judicial and court-fee stamps are sold at 
many post offices, but, except in Burma, the postmaster acts as a private vendor 
in respect of these stamps, and they do not form part of the post oflfice balance.' 
dn ' Burma, where generat.1 stamps are kept by postmasters in the same wby as 
pf^tage Stamps, the sales amounted to R82,6o9. 

In August a new variety of envelope measuring 6 X3J inches, and bearing 
an embossed half-anna stamp, was jntrodneed for commercial correspondence. 
These enWlopes found immediate favour, and during the 8 nionths from Aogdst 
in thb clos^ pT the year more than hundred, attd sixty thousand oi' them 

iktfpei ' Th»- «<*!«»« hatrn hivsn ‘ ftvnn' wiitiollih’baLd' ’been . 
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became c\haustcd, and some months elapsed before a fresh supply could l!e 
obtained from England. Three new kinds of booklets of an impro\ed design 
were also introduced to take the place of the two existing booklets which 
contained twelve annas worth of either one-anna or balf-anna stamps, and w'ere 
sold for twelve annas three pies each. The new booklets contain one rupee’s 
worth of one-anna, half-anna, and both one-anna and half-anna stamps, respect- 
ively, and are sold for the \alueof the stamps without any additional charge on 
.account of stationery or cost of manufacture. The^e booklets have been 
greatly appreciated and in the 7-I months of the aear during which they 
were on sale to the public more than three Iiundrcd and twenty-one thousand 
of them were sold. 

Section III.— Insurance and Value-payable Post. 

(I) Insurance. 

16 During the year under report 856,386 letters and parcels w'ere insured insurance 
for transmission by the post, the aggregate insured value being over zef crores 
of rupees. The following statement show’s the year’s business, as compared with 
that of the preceding year — 




NbCEFD LSTTEItS 

Insured PARCELS | 

1 Total 



1 Number 

Value 

1 

Number 

Value, 

Number 

Value 

Insurance fees 

igob-oy* • 

« 

^00,652 

6,99 72,053 

1 

390.352 

x 

12.10,03,674 I 

691 ,004 

s 

19.10.37.726 

JR 

2*54,606 

i 907 -.c^ „ 


378,10* 

8 . 47 , 18,535 

478,285 

14.34,33.449 

856,386 

22,81,50,934 

3,08,425 

PtiTcen *i"e of 
mcrca^ic l + Hi 
derreabo \ — ) 

+25 76 

t 

-t 21 07 

-i -=2 53 

4-1847 

-f 23 93 

4-19 43 

+ 21 14 


There was an increase of 23*93 per cent, m the total number of insured 
articles, of 19*43 cent, m their value, and of 21 14 per cent, in the amount of 
the insurance fees. 


The average amount for which each letter w'as insured was R224, as 
compared with R233 in the preceding year, and the average amount for which 
each parcel was insuied was R299, as compared with R3io in 1906-07. 

17, The number of claims for compensation in respect of insured articles patms for 
W’as eighty-seven, as compared wdth fifty in the previous year. Of these, thirty- compensa- 
nine were admitted, the loss having been caused m twenty-eight cases by fraud 

or negligence on the part of postal servants, in one case by an accident and in 
the remaining ten cases by highway robbery. The total amount paid in 
satisfaction of these claims was R9,6i4-i 4-3, of which the sum of R 1,403-8-7 
was recovered, so that the actual loss to the Department was R8,2i 1-5-8. 

(2) Value-payable post. 

18. The total number of value-payable articles of all kinds sent through the 

|)OSt, was 6,165,600, as compared with 5,943 ,.385 m the previous year. Thepl^Se 
total amount declared for recovery was more than 7I crores of rupees, as against **“®*"®® 
something over 6| crores in the preceding year, whEe the amount of commission 
- realised was Rio, 57,806, as compared with R9,44,49o in the year 1906-07. 

' There was thus an increase of 3*74 per cent, in the number of articles,, of 16*07 
per cfnt. in thfe amQ|itst specified for recovery, and of iS'ooper cent.' in the 
commission. The number of value-payable articles posted in Calcutta* was - 

‘’1 / ^ ' . e ' I ' 
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.1 I ^44 004 in the preceding )ear, and the Department 
i,}42,673a3^J’^^ and paid o^er to the tradesmen of 

real sed on the dth\ . r a. lo , , 8oi, or nearly one and a half million pounds 
Calcutta a sum o business has now grown to large 

surling of value-payable articles posted m that city havmg 

dimens'ons ^^ared with 851,423 articles posted during the preMous 

nson to 904 039. as CO p quarters of a million pounds 

year and a sum o. h . /^ of articles and paid to the senders. 

sterling, was value-payable articles posted at Madras was 566,257, as 

The total number ot \aiue payau 

compared with 505,72? l^^J*^?.^ofasses of value-payable articles except unre- 
The m tLL^ber of the .a«er class of 

gistcred packets. „v,lv due to the cause mentioned m last year’s report, 

,al„e-payablaart.cles.sprobabMuetoth. 

Tbe tccca^ was co„«n.d .o the Pu„,ab, the 
or .snowball s, Raiputana Circles, where petty tradesmen had 

United Provinces. ^ The average value of each value-payable 

made the greatest us ,ed „.th Rtl-i-o m 1906-07 

article posted was B.s-6 4, P a^^p-tuhed from India to Ceylon 

articles valued at R4, 42.5*8 *906-07. 

Section IV.— Money Orders. 

A 4.ndlx Vfa'l shows the entire money order transactions of the 
19 Appendix VC ) ^ separate figures being 

Department year by y ^ The total number of money orders 

^ven 0,-478 as compared with 21,620,813 m the 

issued du.t.j^.goj^’® ” semted was nuorethana.i nrores, as 

previous year, and tne vear 1006-07. Foreign money orders con- 

compared with about 38^ ^9 transactions of the year. 

stitute, ®!J^/ghows the issues and payments of inland money orders 

SiO, Appendix V( ) t • 1 A r'rttnn'ires the results of the year 

for 1907-08 according to posta cm “ milhon inland money orders, 

„i,b those of the preyrous year. A^nt nn. mr ^ 

of S ;6 per cent in the number of mland money orders rssuea, 7 P 
oi o yv 5 n the amount of commission realised. 

amount, and of 7 53 m ttie amo .-as Ili6-i5"kii as compared 

The average amount of an inland money order was Ri6 rS ' . 

Ra 76567 , as compared with Rs, 4 B ,856 m the pre g ” j , RQ«-g-g' 

as compaKW. wu 93 


General 

ntmey 

order 

business 


Inland 

inone> 

fordera* 


"hi 
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Th^t revenue money order S’^stem is in force m the Provinces of Bengal and 
Eastern Bengal and Assam, and in the United Provinces, the Central Provinces, orders 
the Punjab, the North-\Ve«t Frontier Prosiuce and Madras. In the 
Provinces of Bengal and Eastern Bengal and Assam taken together, although 
the number of revenue money orders fell Poni 422,916 to 338,479, their value 
rose from R26,2o,337 in 1906-07 to 826,63,417 during the year under report. 

In the Central Provinces, there was again a fallmg-off both m the number 
and amount, the number of orders decreasing from 21,708 to 1 7,543 
their amount from 88,16,051 to 87,19,250. In the Punjab and North-West 
Frontier Circle, the progress reported last year was not sustained, the number 
and amount of these orders being 17,093 and 815,40,156, respectively, 
as compared with 20,411 and 816,78,121 m 1906-07. In the United Provinces, 
although the number of orders increased from 221,696 to 245,1 13, the amount 
fell from 845,72,685 to 845,02,743. In Madras, the number of revenue 
money orders rose from 3,957 to 4,273 and their amount from 838,852 to 
R4U475- 

The rent money order system is in force in the Provinces of Bengal and (2) Rent 
Eastern Bengal and Assam, and m the United Provinces and the Central ^ders 
Provinces. In the Provinces of Bengal and Eastern Bengal and Assam taken 
together, the number of orders decreased from 74,328 to 62,987 and their 
amount from 81 1,23,443 to 89*82, 907. In the Central Provinces, the number 
of orders increased from 2,113 to 2,246 and the amount from 845,220 to 
848,335. In the United Provinces, the number of rent money orders was 
1 10,963 of the aggregate amount of 813,49,569, as compared with 126,716 
orders of the aggregate amount of 816,24,984 in the year 1906-07. 

The system of remitting other miscellaneous Government dues by money 
orders is in force in the Provinces of Bengal and Eastern Bengal and Assam, misceltane- 
and in the United Provinces, the Punjab, the North-West Frontier Province^ 

Madras, and Burma. In the Provinces of Bengal and Eastern Bengal and 
Assam taken together, the progress reported in previous years was fully 
maintained. The number of official money orders increased from 101,356 to 
137,214 and their amount from 827,98,275 to 829,61,432. In the United 
Provinces, the number of orders rose from 47,233 to 77,105 and their amount 
from 88,83,469 to 811,28,794. In Madras, the number of official money 
orders was 8,054 of the aggregate amount of 81,12,727, as compared with 
7,654 orders in 1906-07 amounting to 81,94,460. In the Punjab and North- 
West Frontier Circle, the number of these orders fell from 7,838 to 5,261 and 
their amount from 82,38,279 to 81,78,975 ; while in Burma, the number 
increased from 76 in the previous year to 287 m the year under report and the 
aggregate amount from 83,124 to 89,825. 

23. Figures relating to the money order exchanges with foreign countries will Kordga 
be found in Appendix V (c), which shows both sterling money order exchanges, 
which are in force with the United Kingdom and its Colonies and with 
foreign countries generally, and rupee money order exchanges, which are ' ' 

in force chiefly with countries and places in the Far East and Africa, The 
money order transacrions with the Native States of India which have separate. , , ' ' 
postal airduigfemehts are also inriuded, for tlie purpose of coavenience, in this,. 

'‘’Appendix* - ’ . , 

’ The total iSumhor of steriing money orders issued,’ hy India , ipse from, fri St^iv 
iat','Sl6am i9o6-b7'-:ip IS3,37S.! this result being dus-to , am, increase of, 

2, OCXS ih the number dfir^mittances sent by mon^ order to the ijmted f 
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T^e number of sterling money orders receUcd for payment in this countrv 
rtlso rose from 6S 727 m kjoo-o-j to 73,641 and this increase was due to the 
number of remittances received from the United Kingdom haring risen ^from 
25 09}, m 1906-07 to 31,792 in the year under report. 

In the c’seof issues from Ind’a the average amount of a sterling money 
order was S^. id , as compared Viith ;;^3 $s ^d, and in the case of payments 

IQ5. 7j/., as compared vrith i 6 s od. in the preceding year. 

In the rupee money order exchanges the chief transactions consist of 
remittances to India which showed a marked increase during the year, the total 
number of rupee orders received for payment in this country being 273,039, as 
compared with 351,666101906-07 There was a rise of 12,773 in the number 
of orders from Ceylon, of 5,298 from the Federated Malay States, of 
3.958 from the Straits Settlements, of' 1,147 froni Portuguese India and of 
637 from British East Africa- On the other hand, there was a fall of 1,223 in 
the number of money orders received from Hong Kong, of 767 from Mauritius, 
and of 459 from German East Africa. 

The average amount of a rupee money order was R40-0-10, as compared 
with R38-i4-9ia 1906-07, in the case of issues from India; and R47-5-5, as 
compared with R47-9-0 in the preceding year, in the case of payments. 

24. During the year there was a farther increase in the sales of British postal 
orders, the total number sold being 259,216, as compared with 207,751 in the pre- 
ceding year, and their total value (including poundage) being 178,937, as com- 
pared with £ 1 39,673 in 1906-07. The chief increases occurred in the Punjab and 
North-West Frontier Circle, and m Bengal and Bombay, Of the total number 
of British postal orders sold, 127,805 were of the value of ;^i, while 31,198 
were of the los. denomination, and 20,517 of the value of 55. each. Thirty- seven 
thousand one hundred and seventy-eight orders of the aggregate value of 
^^24,920 1 7s. 6^. were paid in this country in 1907-08 and of these, 4,395 
the value of j|£^2,38i 3s. od. were orders issued and paid in India, as compared 
with 3,474 of the value of 2,025 6s. 6 d. and pmd in the preceding year 
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Sectiofi Post Office Saviags Banks. 

25. Appendix VI shows in detail, according to postal circles, the Savings 
Bank transactions of the year, as compared with those of the previous year. 
There were 1,262,763 active accounts in existence on the 31st March 1908, 
showing a net increase of 72,543 or d'og per cent. The total amount at credit 
of depositors at the close of the year exceeded 15 crores i8 lakhs, and was 41 
lakhs or 2'8o par cent more than the balance at the close of the preceding year. 
The withdrawals, exclusive of all transfers, increased by over ninety-one 
lakhs and the interest paid by over one and a half lakhs, while the increase 
in the amount deposited was over Sky-three and a hak lakhs. 

The 1,262,763 active accounts were composed of-— 


I,’*'’!*’/’' 'v'.’ ir- , 


60,703 Security deposit accomifs 
, with a balance of 

8,593 PubKc- accounts with a 
balaiK»s of 

. . 432 and «^er. 

' ■ , ' conjoitit accounts 'With 

' 1 ' ’ ahalaacoof 

’ . i5i3,4S»^ Miiwm' aectwmia wUfli a 

v.'v'A ’ bate:® of 
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The figures show that 94*47 per cent, of the accounts, and 9 1 ‘44 of 
the total balance of 15 croros 1 8 lakhs represent savings of private persons. 

Of the total number of accounts open at the close of the 5' ear, 1,1931033 were 
held by private persons. In onl) 6,384 of these accounts were deposits subject 
to 6 months’ notice of withdrawal, the deposits in all the remaining accounts 
being at call. The number of accounts held by natives of the country repre- 
sents 91*24 per cent, of the total number open at the close of the year. 

26. In appendix VI will be found a classification, according to their occu- Occupation 
pation, of depositors in the Post Office Savings Bank. It will be seen that 

as in the preceding year the largest number of accounts were held by the 
undermentioned classes of depositors in the following order : — 

(1) Persons of no occupation or whose incomes are derived from others, 

classed as “ Indefinite” in the statement, 

(2) the professional class, and 

{3) the domestic class 

27. The number of Government promissory notes purchased through the inwitment 
Post Office was 3,607 of the nominal value of R19, 31, 000, as compared with mentsecun- 
3,687 of the nominal value of 822,38,100 in the previous year. The number of 
Government promissory notes sold was 675 of the nominal value of Ra,i4,i03, 

as compared with 471 of the nominal value of 82,78,200 in the preceding year. 

The nominal value of the Government promissory notes held in the custody of 
the Comptroller, Post Office, at the close of the year on account of depositors 
in the Post Office Savings Bank, was 851,51,800, as compared with 841,57,400 
on the 31st March 1907. The value of securities in the custody of the Comp- 
troller, Post Office, in the 3^ per cent, loans was 850,90,100, and in the 3 per 
cent, loans 861,700. During the year under report, 1,473 investment certificates 
for fractional amounts of Government promissory notes of the nominal value 
of 83,58,006 were purchased, as compared with 1,074 investment certificates 
of the nominal value of 82,07,566 purchased in the previous year. The number 
of investment certificates sold was 656 of the nominal value of 883,535, as 
compared with 306 of the nominal value of 825,692 sold in the preceding year. 

28. An estimate of the financial result of the working of the Savings Bank Financial 
is given below, as directed in Resolution No. 2428 of the 13th May 1902, issued poS^office^ 

Government in the Finance and Commerce Department ; — 


Receipts. 

Amount, 

Expbnditcrb. 

Amount 



i 

1 

I 

liitereBt st 3J per cent per annum i 
on the balance of the deposits . i 

j 

S 3 . 38 , 63<5 

Interest actually paid to depositors * 

Estimated cost of managing the 
bank , * • 

43.18,017 

5,50.000 

Total 

33.38.636 

TOTAt 

48>6SjOI7 


Section VI. — Miscellaneons. 

29. The foliowring statement shows the transactions of the Post Office .Post Office 
Guarantee Fond, The balance at the credit of the Fund, including the nomi- Fttjid. 

‘ na^ .value ai Government securities purchased on its behalf, rose feom \ 

on fhe/3iat March 1907 to 810,63,288 on the 3i8t March 190S. , * 

The amount decreed agadnst the Fund in connectkm with frauds committed ,W 
officials ipf the Department was 811,852, as compared with 816,444.02 the' 



14 


previous year and with an average amount of Ri2,4i2 in the last ten years. A 
sum of R36,30 o was added to the Fund during the year on account of interest — 


Receipts 

Charges 


Government 

Securities 

(nominal 

value) 

Cash 


Government 

Securities 

(nominal 

value) 

Cash. 


J? 






Balance o! 1906-07 

7,34,000 


3,11,760 

Refund on account of excess 
realisation > • 



Itttetest given Goverament 

ftom Apnl 1907 to March 1908 
Interest on Govt* securities— 

•• 


12,000 

Suras decreed against the Fund 

Refund to subscribers on ac- 
count of returnable subscrip- 
tions ... 


11,852 

1,142 

(1) on 3^ per cent loans • 

(2) on S per cent, loans * 


157540 

8,760 

24,300 

Rewards for specially courage- 
ous service and for inform- 
ation in Post Office robbery 
cases 






6,028 

Recovenes against awards made 
in previous years • 

Government Promissory Notes pur- 
chased during the year . 

15,000 

... 

I7558 

Compensation to postal ser- 
vants for loss of private pro- 
perty , 

Cost of purchasing Government 
securities (3| per cent loan 
of 1900-01, with accrued inter- 
est up to date of purchase) * 

• 

1,963 

14,343 





Balance on 31st March 1908 , 

7,49,000 

3,14, 2S8 


7,49,000 


3,49,618 


7,49,000'’ 

^ 3,49,618 


^ Market value on 31st March 1908 — £6,70,828 


Complaints 30. The number of complaints recorded as having been made by the public 

bytj'e was 46,718 against 42,185 m 1906-07, being an increase of JO per cent. The 

percentage of cases in which the complaints were found to be well-founded was 
32*26 and the percentage of entirely groundless complaints was 39*18 per 
cent. In the remaining cases either it was not possible to arrive at a definite 
conclusion, or the investigations had not been completed by the end of the year. 


Complaints 

xegaping 

special 

class^of 


31. During the year under report 3,804 complaints were received regarding 
the special classes of postal articles shown in the following statement ;•*— 



Registered 
articles 
(other than 
parcels and 
insured and 
v.-p ariides). 

Ordinary 

registered 

parcels. 

Insured letters 
and insured 
parcels. 

Value-payable 
registered 
artides of 
all kinds. 

Total for 
1907-08 

Total for 
^go6 07. 

Humber <A camplaants received • 

1,912 

1,074 

229 

589 

3,804 



t » 


' o, 'j.. 

' r 

' £ ^ -t I 

1 .1. 


Out of the total of 3,804 complaints, 2,143 were' found to be groundless, 
that is to say, the enquiry showed either that no loss had occurred, or that the . 
loss had not occurred through the fault of a postal official. In 748 cases no ■ 
' defirate conclusion had been arrived at by the end of the year, and in 9^3 
of 24 per cent, of the total, the complaints tvere well grounded. > If these 
. ,ebinplaio.ts are classified according to the special classes of articles |b,w‘hw:h 
they relate, H wifi be fomtd that during the year 225 "well-groilnded/copiplaunts 
. wete tnl^eiafespect of 2,369,180 ordinary registered P^'i'cels,' 55 In 
of 836^386 Hjsared articles, ,i8s lin 'respect of ,,2,, 84b, 484 valuerf^y'aiile 
' ^liclas/'and '4^8 in respect of 1^,57;^, i'6o registered alrtictes.df' othe" 

'>i' , 'The nbmbet^of registered' "artidles^ in. 'ijespbdt of 

Vf'f cSihpeaWf&lr,‘w^'''-dVlt 'with f, Was' d88 yaa’/^cito'p^ted ^ 
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IS gnen on the margin. 


1 xQot-o; 

! JS/o; 

-os 

j Xiin-’Le’ 

i 

* N f jmb«r 

Wnrb*r 

i 

N.-nibcr of 

of case*- 

iiiiL laL* 

1 

ci 

1 1 

on# ndi rs 


1 

! -41 

1 ! 

K^J , 

i 122 

112 

' 174 i 

*75 

I 373 

1 5t»3 

1 


4*4 1 


were rejected. Enquiries had not been completed in regard to 71 articles at, 
the close of the yesur 

<5 2. The number of cases in the scNcnil postal circles in which servants of Ofienepby 

s6r\ tints ot 

- ^ i " ” ^ " ' the Post Office were the Post 

I njoL-o; , it;D7-oS 1 , , , . ,, r Office 

- - , , held to be guilty of 

; Xtin-'Le’* Nnmb«r \\nrb*r N^nibcr of, ofiences punishable by 
of case*- iihLiaL*-" ci: oiltniiirs ' , , . 

I ' ' law and the number 

I j ^ servants of the Post 

f onwction-imcojrts of law . 2,'.! ! -4i 1 230 j zxj , Office punished in those 

' 122 ! 1,-4 i 175 cases are shown in 

! 373 ; i Appendix VII, and a 

i ! ^ summary of the figures 

IS gnen on the margin. There were 69 cases of misappropriation of office 
cash, 153 money order frauds, 10 savings bank frauds, and 84 cases of theft 
from mails or post offices. Most of the remaining offences weie committed in 
respect of letters, parcels, or other postal articles entrusted to the Post Office 
tor conveyance. Among the offenders convicted or departmentally punished 
were 2g departmental postmasters and 30 clerks, S3 extraneous agents in charge 
of post offices, 1 86 postmen and village postmen, and 31 runners. The defalca- 
tions and losses amounted to R36, 856-4-10, as compared with RsStgsi'i'ol- in 
the previous year. R 19,933-1-10 were recovered from the offenders or their 
sureties, R2,9ia"8-io were decreed against the Guarantee Fund, R376-7-10 
were written off as irrecoverable, and R 13, 633-a'4 remained unadjusted at the 
close of the year. 

A case of fraud by a branch postmaster may be mentioned here, although 
It is not one of those referred to in the summary of figures above, as the offence 
was not committed by the man in his official capacity. In 1906, the extra- 
departmental agent in charge of the Maruter branch office m the Kistna District 
of the Madras Presidency, who was also the Secretary of a Provident Fund knowm 
as the “ Maruter Mutual Benefit Society,” conceived the idea of advertising a 
lottery which he named the K M. M B. S. lottery, — these letters representing 
the name of the Provident Fund with which he was connected. Printed hand- 
bills were circulated by him through agents, in which a glow'ing account was given 
of the prizes to be won and in which it was stated that the lottery would 
be drawn by the ” Hindu Benefit Club ” at Benares on the 30th June 1906, 
and that the Manager was one A N. Roy. Tickets were printed in the form of 
books, and the agents were directed to send the amounts realised to Benares to 
the address of A. N. Roy, Manager, K, M. M. B S. lottery. The branch 
postmaster wrote to the Benares City post office in his private capacity to 
redirect all the money orders to Samalkot, in the Godaven District, up to the 
13th July 1906, and thereafter to Calcutta, and at the same time he instructed 
the Samalkot post office to keep all the money orders in deposit until his arrival. 

He came occasionally to Samalkot and obtained payment of the money orders 
by, making the sub-postmaster believe that he was the Manager to whom the 
money orders were payable. On receipt of complaints from the remitters of 
some of the money orders that the acknowledgments had not been received by 
them, an enquiry was made at Samalkot, and it was then discovered that; there 
, ik® no ” Hindh Benefit Club" ®nd that the “K. M. M, B. S. loiftery w®s a , ’ .■> ^ 
sw^dl^. The branch postmaster was prosecuted, on eonvicHon, was 
seaf^i^d, in August to undergo rigorous imprisonment for ftfro years i|nd: ^ . 

, ^to paya’,ine_qf Rijooo.^ ‘ 
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oft*'nct,s a,^a!n^r t»c Post OiSrc comriHltd by persons nut belongtn" 
to the Dcnvtine'it included tweU’e rises ot monei orcI? r frauds inxolimCT a sum 
of R404-5-0 and one case of frauJelsnt wi'hdranal fmm the savings bank of a 
feu.n a notinting 10^25, There were also b6 cases of theft of Gmernment 
money from the mads and post offices, far‘.»d ? 31 cases of highway robberv 
which are dealt with separately. *] ht total amount Stolen was R7, 256-9-5, of 
which R3.999-5-4 wvre recot ered, £793-11 6 were wriittn off a^, finally lost, and 
£2,463 8-7 remained unadjiisud at the close of the year. 

34 There were thirty-rwo highway lobbencs of the mail ?s compared with 
twenty-lour in the previous year, twenty -niint occurring in British territory and 
three in Katne States. 


A 
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Twelve of the robberies that occurred m British territory took place m the 
United Provinces, six in Madras, five m the Punjab, tw'o each in Bengal and 
Burma, and one each in Bombay and Eastern Bengal and Assam. 

Two cases were unfortunately attended with loss of life In August 1907, 
a runner in the Jhelura District in the Punjab failed to arnv'e at his destination 
at the usual time, and, on a search being made, his dead body was found on the 
road at a distance of about half a mile from the post office at Buchal Kalan to 
* which he was proceeding His throat was cut and a remittance of R300, which 
had been enclosed in the mail bag entrusted to his care, was missing The 
murderer has remained ur^iscovered. A Lambardar. who was arrested by the 
police on suspicion and prosecuted, was discharged by the trynng Magistrate 
for want of evidence. The second case took place on the Didwana to Sujan- 
garh mail li e in the Marw'ar State (Rajputana) on the 22nd December 1907 
The mail for Sujangarh was despatched from Didwana in charge of a camel 
sowar escorted by two other sowars riding on another camel When the sowars 
had reached a place about six miles from Didwana, they were attacked suddenly 
from behind by four men armed with clubs. The mail sowiar was stunned and 
fell to the ground with the whole weight of the camel saddle and the mail bags on 
top of him and, in the hand-to-hand fight which then took place between the robbers 
and the escort sow’ars, the latter were beaten, receiving severe injuries, 
to the effects of which one of them succumbed in hospital The robbers carried 
off the entire mail, which contained several insured and registered articles, 
hut no cash. They have not been traced, nor have the mails been recovered. 

Another case, though fortunately not one attended with any loss of life, 
may be mentioned. On the night of the 4th February 1908, while the 
mails from the Karachi Camp and Cantonment post offices were being conveyed 
in a mail van to the Karachi head office in charge of a clerk and a packer, a 
party of four Pathans stopped the mail van, and, after knocking the driver and 
the clerk off their seats and wounding the packer, began to plunder the mails. 
The robbers had removed only one mail bag when the horse bolted with the 
■ mail van and came to a stand at the bead post office with the packer still 
inside the van. The police investigated the matter, but failed to discover the 
, robbers. Luckily the stolen mail bag contained nothing of value. 

' In only eleven of the cases of highway robbery did Ciovemmertt suffer loss ’ 

' ‘ ’ to a' total ,amonnt of R%884-7-6. , Of , this amount, a sum of 

.^represented caeh''.and stamps ^^stolen' from the,;tQaife, and, ii2,'30^W"|4-6 
a&upt 1^- ^tbe f compeusatipn", .which _ had, ‘toc ,be paid £ori,t|ie’ ; loss . of , , 
'and insured, The entke.'thaif was recovered' fh seven, 

’ V.t/i'A.part Aof'ftbe mail ip ^leien, other' casesh 'Whire^ in the redlining nine cmfer 




the tvhole m^i! was Sexi^n psostcutlons Wc.se instituted, m six of w^hich 

conMctsors were obtum-d. 

In addition to the cases rf actual highway robbery mentioned above, theie 
were two uiisuccessfai attempts to rob the mails both of which took place m 
British terniorr* 

Fortunatch ao case calling for notice in this or the next paragraph occurred 
on the Cbitral lire, the niciil arrangements of which are controlled by Khan 
Bahadur Aroub Abdul Raul Khan, Native Assistant and Inspector of Levies, Dir, 
uhofee valuable services to this Depa'^tment deserve mention i'i this report. 

35. There were various other cases during the year in which the lives of Casialties. 
postal servants were lost Mr. Charles Rodericks, an Inspector of post offices 
in the Mjitkyina District of i’pper Burma, in the course of a tour of inspection 
on w'hich he was accompanied by his servant, left Kazu on the 20th April 1907 
for Sima, sz miles distant on the Chinese frontier, but never reached his 
destination. H is servant arrived alone at Sima, and as soon as it was realised that 
Mr. Rodericks was missing, search parties W'ere sent out and eventually, on the 
24th April 1907, the body of Mr Rodericks was discovered on the spur of a hiU 
at the end of a disused path in the jungle about a couple of miles upstream from 
Kazu. It IS surmised that Mr, Rodericks, having left the main road in search of a 
short cut, lost his way and eventually died of exhaustion. On the 7th July 1907 a 
boat containing three mail runners, while proceeding down the Karnaphuli river 
m the Hill Tracts of Chittagong to bring up mails, was capsized near a place 
called Bhallukdiah. Two of the runners swam ashore but the third was drowned. 

On the night of the 8th November 1907, a runner who was conveying mails on 
the Ratnagiri-Chiplun mail line in the Konkan Division was bitten by a venomous 
snake and died shortly afterwards. On the 1 ith December 1907 the mail peon 
attached to the Sangla pos‘ office in the Gujranwala Disirict, in ende.ivouring to 
exchange mails with the mail sorters m a moving train, slipped off the foot*board 
of the mail van and fell between the platform and the train, sustaining severe 
injuries fiom the effects of w'hich he died. On the ist March 1908, a runner 
while cafying mails from Chumbi over the Jelap Pass was caught m a blizzard 
and frozen to death. 


There was no loss of life from avalanches in the mountain passes. In one 
case, however, which occurred on the 15th February 1908, a party of thirteen 
coolies carrying parcel msils over the Gilgit line was overtaken by an avalanche 
and six of the men received slight injuries. 

During the year, thirty post offices were destroyed by fire, three damaged 
by storms and one collapsed owing to a flood. 

36. Appendix VIII, an abstract of winch is given in the mar^n, shows the 

^ --^^1 entire staff of the 

,906 07 ■ X907..08. I>epartment, the 

Chief oScers of the Direction, Account officers, and Heads numbers in the differ- 

of Circles, and Svpenntendenr, Workshop, Aligarh 33 ent clasSCS beinfit 

S«psTintenc*en’S, Probationary Sapermtendentbi A^isUtant , ^ 

Snpermtendents, and Inspectors * i s * . t shown Separately for 

POstmaaters/mclttdtag Deputy,, Assistant, Sub and Branch v * « 

fo*tinasters * . . €,514 eacfa postai Circle. 

Ejftranoons Agents, such as schooltuasters and station- ^ ^ 

wasters ^ e * . * 0 , . 10,851 On the 31st March 

CttseU» • o , . o , . iai3»5 ^ * 1 

Postmen and other serujants « 0 * * 33,535 345,054, tue niiyncncal 

f ' : , ' : : : . : : sttengthof the .Fosi 

^ ^ 3.453} Om<?e establlshmlKilr 

’ : , ' Tort. . ss,8» «84« , was ‘8%4 oo a9.,comw 

' . I ' ; pared With 85,873, fit 

the close of *906-07 The staff of the Post OfficffS included *58 


Chiel ofScers of the Direction, Account officers, and Heads 
of Circles, and Supenntendenr, Workshop, Aligarh 
SupeTinteuc^en’Sj, Probationary Supenntendeutbi A^isUtant 
Superintendents, and Inspectors , , . * 

POslmasters^ mcludtng tfeputy^ Assistant, Sub and Branch 
f 0»t;^iTiasf ers * « . 

E^ranoems Agents, such as schooltnasters and station- 

masters 4 * W t 0 , s 

CteeUn • • * . * , ♦ 

Postmen and other serujants « ,1 , * • 

stoad eatabbsijmenl . 

Viiliiage pistwien ^ * •j'* 

S^g[ralI6rs atvd Jiermnth employed for telegraph work 
‘ in combined ofhees * » * • < # 


1906 07 

X907-O8. ^ 

38 

33 

564 

594 

e,si4 

6.^ 

10,851 

33,335 

* 1,387 

»4^S4, ^ 
MA39 
8.335 

1, 3»3S^ ' 

3.453 1 


1 


Post Office 
staff. 
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scU.Ua of the Name 'Rhom 68 non-comm.fsioncd officers and 

19- scpo'.s. The number" of ’R omen e!i*plo>ed in the Post Office was 70, ail 
\ he. i f»>c«.pt 6 \iere' tfiihtr Europeans or Eurasians. 

• tctal liUmber of sor.arlsn? the Dep.nmt-nt uho were dismissed was 

534. Oi this na.nbar 229 were postn>'-n and v’hage postmen and 40 b* longed 
to the road estabhsnnu'nt. 

o rr'" t7 The charges incurred during 1 he } ear on account of printing work none 

% Kp <” - by pnvate ortiBCS atnounted to R!0,o2i as compared wtlh Ri2,866 in the 
year 1906-07. 


Section Vll.— Non-postal Branches of the Post Office. 
en-alUte- 38 Dunng the year under report 124 combined post and telegraph offices 
iir^»s Vi ere opened, and 17 previously existing offices were closed. There was, there- 
fore, a net increase of 107 in the total number of combined offices as compared 
with a net increase of 129 during 1906-07 and 112 during 1905-06. Of the 124 
new combined offices 120 were opened at places which had previously been 
without a Government Telegraph office and 87 at places where there had 
previously been neither a Government nor a RaiWay Telegraph office The 
total number of combined offices open on the 31st March 1908 was 2,265 S-S 
compared with 2,158 on the 31st March of the preceding year. The number of 
postal servants who qualified as signallers was 529 and the total number of 
signallers employed was 3,254 as compared with 3 j 05® close of 1906-07. 

There were 1,029 boys employed as messengers in these offices as compared 
with 997 at the close of the preceding year. 

39 * Appendix IX will be found the traffic statistics of combined offices, 
cf coraLred There was an increase of 850,861 or 16*13 per cent, m the number of messages 
Sent ; of 761,160 or 14*57 cent, in the number received ; and of 83,67,381 
or 11*86 per cent, in the revenue realised on sent messages as compared with 
the figures of the previous year. The revenue from messages despatched from 
combined offices amounted to 834,64,784 as compared with 830,97,402 during 
the preceding year while the total number of messages (excluding free messages) 
s«nf was 6,123,137 and the number received was 5,984,587. 

,1‘«tegraph 40. In addition to the telegrams sent and receiv^ed by the 2,265 combined 
offices, there were 65,821 telegrams booked at receiving post offices for despatch 
by post to telegraph offices as compared with 67,335 previous year. The 

I, , revenue realised on these telegrams was 835,326 as compared with 836,206 
' * "in 1906-07. 


Cawj’ing' 

tltf Kait^ 
SmIaUne. 


The number of telegrams received at post offices in the Persian Gulf on 
account of the Indo-European Telegraph Department was 615 against 312 in the 
year 1906-07, and fees to the amount of 83,426 were realised, as compared with 
81,841 in the previous yestf. 

41. The gross expenditure on the tonga service between Kalka and Simla 
was 81,55.838 as compared with 81,49,823 in the previous year. The receipts 
amounted to 822,416 as compared with 844,025 in 1906-07. The decrease in 
the revenue was due to the fact that. passengers made little, use of the ^tonga 
/^rviep while during jhe year 1906-07 the Kalka-Simls ,RmIway was prac?, 
r i ‘.licany .closi^' foe a month owing to heavy rains and consequently the demand’ 

' , The 'difference between the receipts and ^^ndfee 

®Bp*'csentS the , cost 'to the Dqpm^tnteal of'* 
Ijialka and Simla, and fhh| ''amniiafc is,q<jA’’ 
* 'teipp^tve l^siden^ durii^ the year unde^, review 41596 tmiga-loads 


4 , 
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42. The Post Office 0 ntinued to be utihsed to a smali extent as an agency 

receipt o! saH revenue at ceitain seiected offices in the Punjab, the re\cmie 
I nited Prnvirrts, the Central Provinces, and Rajputana, and, as will be seen offices'^ 
from the folloung figures, there r.as an increase in the business done through the 
Post Office as compared v. ith the previous year — 


1907-08 1906-07 

Pust o &< s autboiised to rct-Cive -alt 

revi »ivic Vo 297 -291 

indi-'U-. r- i-eued No 1473 i.-ibj 

Qi aiitUv ol -alt uiuenteu for Mds 364,921 303,^45 

, R 4,24526 4 , 93. '99 

Postal corrtrus-,ion rea'ised , R 926 851 


43. The Post Office continu d also to act as an agenc}' for the sale of Sale of 
quinine to the pubhe, and the supplies obtained for sale by post offices amounted at^posT 
to about 6 677 lbs . as compared with 7,403 lbs. in the previous jear The°®'^ 
decrease was heaviest in the Madras Citcle, where the falling-ofT was due to the 
large supply obtained m the previous year as described in the last Annual Report. 

In other Circles wf.ere the sales declined the decrease was due to the abate- 
ment of plague, to the opening out of new agencies for the sale of Government 
quinine, and in the ca'se of the Punjab and North-West Frontier Circle partly 
to mi-representatinns that the drug contained poison, with the result that the 
village postmen of the Derajat Division were threatened with violence and had 
to deny that they sold quinine or had any in their possession. 

44. Appendix X shows the operations of the scheme of Life Insurance, En- Postal 
dowment Assurance, and Monthly Allowances, as compared wnth those of the 
previous year, and Ajipendix XI shows the financial results of the administration 

of the Postal Insurance Fund up to the end of the year under report. During 
the year 3, 166 new' policies were issued of the aggregate value of R34, 40,876, 
of which 537 of the aggregate value of R6,27,25o w'ere Life Insurance 
policies, while 2,629 of the aggregate value of RaS, 13,626 were policies of 
Endowment Assurance. The total sum realised on account of premia on both 
old and new policies amounted to R8, 73,971 as compared with ^7,77,879 in the 
prevdous year. Claims to the extent of R3,48,i9o were discharged as com- 
pared with payments amounting to R2,42,835 during the preceding year , and 
fifty-four Life I.’surance policies representing a gross assurance of R7i,3oo, 
ninety-two Endowment Assurance policies representing R84,707and one Monthly 
Allowance contract for R6 either lapsed or were surrendered or cancelled. 

The lapses and surrenders during 1906-07 were sixty-nine Life Insurance 
policies representing a gross assurance of R 79,750 and one hundred and twenty- 
one Endowment Assurance policies representing Ri,2i,333, 

Of the 3,166 persons holding policies issued during the year, 2,990 were 
pure Asiatics by race. One woman employed under Government was insured, 
so that there are now twelve female policy-holders in all. 


The general results of the past two years are summarised below ; 


' Liia Insurance and Endowment Assurance# 

Up to 3f5t March 
1907* 

up to 3Jst March 
190S 

1 1 

Number oHitiPsitistiied ^ , 

' ' i 4 ,' 94 t • 


n 1 

V, f 

, M 


Amonut received m jnremia ' y 

Insurance » , * » % * * 

Amount <il tlaims met* i 

53,48,754 . 
2,17,4446! , 
1^46,816 

lu.. lliui.l JLJIl n ... , 1 ),. 11 Ilf 1 ILL 

61,22,735 
2 , 3 i. 85 » 24 # , 


^2 . 
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• At the close of the year there were 15,458 active policies in existence re- 
prcsenting an aggregate insurance of R2,i7,i ijt3^' which 6,587 were held by 
Po^t Office servants and 8,871 by persons employed m other Departments 
Ten new contracts ^or Monthly Mion'ances w'ere entered into during the year, 
and mere were 123 suth contracts in existence at the end of the year, the total 
of the Mnnthh Kilo.vances contricled for being Ri,i4«-o-2 

Four Lite -Vonuiti !S were purciia,ed from the Post Office under Article 107 
of the C’ti/ Sen'ice Regitlattons 

t> The penMons ot 33,143 pensioners of the Native Army were paid 

r/'-'.Mrrr^ thro'jgh the agency of the Post Office in the Punjab and North-West 
Froniier Circle as compared with 30,800 in 1906 07, and the amount paid on this 
account was R22, 61, 195-10-1 1 as compared with R 22,54,735-6-0 ra the previous 
ye.r 1 h*. commission credited to the Post Office as remuneration for this special 
service was R 16,958-15-4. 

Section VIII —Financial Results, 


R.'wpt' 46 The following table is a summary of the receipts and charges of the 

-ear as shown in the Post Office Accounts and given in Appendix XI i — 



, According to the figures shown above, the charges for *907-08 appear to 


have exceeded those for 1906-07 by R 25, 78,0 14, but this is not really the case, 

’ v- lor in the figure for 1906-07 no charge was included on account of the cost of 
unified and postage stamps, while the figure for 1907-08 includes no less than 
^8,72,438 On that account. If this su** and the amount of ^.6,07, 812 ' 

’ representing the net cost during the jear of unremunerative establishments 
, formerly paid from District . Post funds are deducted from the charges for 
1^7.08 and the sum of Rio, 09, 410 representing the gross expenditure during 
, . . , 1906-07 opraccouat of unremunerative establishments formerly paid from District, 

. ' ' , ' ! , ' funds is,. at the same tlmej deducted frdra the charges for, that yi^.the 

' t® ' as compared with 'the! sup of Ri"6,-o^,5%'! 

!‘ chjerges for *906-0.7 over those' for '1905-66,’' 

each case^ of. the ^sa expenditore On account of imrefepnera^W , „ 
ifi ^mprly paid District Foat, 6andis. , . r? ^ ‘ - >5 i< . 
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47 Appendix XfJ shows aUo, under a distinct head (111), cestain charges financial 
which appear m the Finance and Revenue Accounts but not in the Post Office the^Post*^ 

■-==—= =— = , Accounts. These 

^ j charges are repro- 

District Fost Est-ib’ me*" ts *n Pa uJ » * » • I 70 ''06 ,, in ffiA mairrin 

.stow* from Cnghrd . . ! i s 900 f ““ceo in me margin 

Fa\*nentb under Dostd arrange Lords of the Treasury ' ^oiSoo j and, if added tO 

Tot^c . 98S006 those given m the 

— — = — -- ' -=" = - - -- ^ — = — =^-=— table m the preceding 

paragraph, the total charges of the )ear amount to Ra, 65, 89, 394. It w’lll thus 
be seen that there was a surplus of R7,57,33l on the year's transactions as 
shown 111 the Finance and Revenue Accounts In order, however, to arrive at 
the true financial result of the } ear’s administration it is necessary to exclude 

! from the charges th® 
sum of R 70,306 on 
account of District 
Post Establishments 
in Baluchistan and to 
add the net balance 
(R 1 1,08,412) of the 
Items shown in the 
margin. The result 
is that the charges 
exceed the receipts 
by R2,8 o, 875 After 
taking credit for the sum of R6 07,81 2 representing the net expenditure during 
the year on account of unremunerative establishments formerly paid from 
District Post funds, the net surplus for the year amounts to R3,26,937 as 
compared with R23,33,569 for 1906-07 and Ri5, 11,417 for 1905-06. The figure 
for 1906-07 was, however, arrived at wathout debiting the Post Office with 

the cost of unified and postage stamps and, moreover, included a credit of 

R 10,09,410 on account of unremunerative establishments formerly paid from 
District Post funds as compared with the sum of R6,o7,8i2, for which credit 
has been taken on the same account in respect of the year 1907-08. Taking 
the cost of unified and postage stamps to have been the same for 1906-07 as 
for 1907-08 and deducting this sum (R8,72,438) and also the difference between 

the sums of R 10,09,410 and R6,o7,8i2, from the apparent net surplus of 

5^23,33,569 for 1906-07, the amount for 1906-07 is reduced to Rio, 59, 533 as 
compared with the net surplus of R3, 26,937 for the year under report. The fall- 
ing-off of R7. 32, 596 thus arrived at may be attributed partly to a smaller increase 
in revenue owing to the alterations in the scales of letter and parcel postage 
which were introduced on the 1st October 1907, and partly to an increase in 
expenditure mainly under the head of grain compensation allowance. 

This estimate of the financial position of the Post Office does not take into 
account the services rendered by the Department to Government in the manage- 1 
ment of the Post Office Savings Bank, in carrying official correspondence" at 
exceptbnally low postage rates dtsni^ig the &*st six months of the year, and in 
the maintenance of a number of unremunerative mail linens lyluch a^re re^uireil for/ 
military or administrative purposes, > 


DsTAibs i Total 


to cb?irge«;—Rii!\^iy free service estimated . , 

Rent of Go/ernmeat bujlauigs « • • 

Gratuities * , • « 

Leave aUowance'» pii d out of India • , 

Pension® (be*nj? the average of fi*e \ears, capital* 
iZid at 10 165 >€a“S’ pu’-cnase) 


Dedfi^i-Sn'^Tit o? Marine suhs'dies \t-hlch sbnuJd 
s^rictlr Kivf* leen boine by tne Mibtarj, 
Fohtual and otLer deoartments • * 

Po>%tvt^e on uruaid correspondence sent 

from India, ^o the tJni^^ed Kmi^rdom (fornoerly 
coliec+cd and brought into acccuiit) • 

Net amount to be added 


23427 

S»33iO o 
6,086 
10, $49 


1075,403 


■ 16,48501- 


3,28,124 


It, 08, 41 3 
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4? The follow ri" figuff's show the financial result of th-' amalgamation of 

the posts tn Kashmir with the Imperii 1 Post Office, 

The ciTrialgamation took place in November 1S9+ and. ocept in 1905-06. 
w hin there was .1 small sarplus, the working of the Kashmir post offices has 
alw. }s resulted in a loss, owing to the \ery expensive lines which have to be 
meinl’ined to serve Gilgit and Leh The total revenue was R 1,60,307 as 
compared with R 1,45,588 in 1906-07 and Ri,78,785 in 1905-06. The ex- 
penditure during 1907-08 was Ra, 14,483 against Ra, 01,482 m 1906-07 and 
R 1,77,840 in 1903-06, the actual deficit during the year being R34,i76. The in- 
crease tn revenue was normal while the rise in expenditure was chiefly due to an 
increase in the number and pay of the overseers and runners on the Gilgit and 
Leh mail lines and to the employment of additional establishment in the Srinagar 
head office 


Section IX — Notice of Officers 


Mcrtion cf 

tl p Dppart- 
tmnU 


49. In carry mg out the numerous important reforms which were introduced 
during the year, Mr. Stewart- Wilson was ably assisted by all the Heads of Circles 
and officers of the Direction. 

Of the Superintendents and postmasters who rendered specially good 
service, the following officers deserve to be mentioned • Mr. Lane Ryan for the 
resource displayed by him during the strike on the East Indian Railway, 
Mr Stephen for the valuable help which he rendered to the Postmaster-General, 
Burma ; Mr. Duncan for the ability with which he assisted in organising the 
nvw’ Eastern Bengal and Assam Circle , and Messrs. Barker, Murtrie, Buckner 
and Muthusawray Pillat for their efficient work as postmasters. 

The name of Niaz Hussain, Investigating Assistant Superintendent, also 
came specially to notice for the successful enquiries made by him in a number 
of fraud cases. 

During the year the Post Office lost the services of several valued officers 
by the, retirement of Khan Bahadur C. J. Lalkaka, Postmaster-General, Burma, 
Mr. E, C. O’Brien, Inspector-General, Railway Mail Service, and Rai Salig 
Ram Bahadur, Superintendent of post offices, and grade, while the death of 
Mr. J. Owens, who had retired a short time before from the position of Presi- 
dency Postmaster, Calcutta, was much regretted in the Department which 
be had served so long and ably. 

Just before the close of the year the death also occurred of Rai Daulat 
Ram Bahadur, C.l.E,, an officer who retired in 1963 after a long and honourable 
career in the Post Office. 


1 have the honour to be, 

Sir,. ' ' 

^ i Your ia<Mt’ obedient fiwrvant, , 

1 i 1 ^ r ^ ‘ 


* i 





SCHEDULE OF PRINCIPAL STEAM SERVICES, 1907-0S. 


the Bi z^Ji. I A iiA. n NaviguTtOti Cau p 


,1} tOAimu*‘'4C'stjon th»*ee timesa’Aitk' 

Cakcatia and Kangcor 

\ 2 ) WcjkH’ cnnjr inicito^ between Chitt''- 
goiijf, \k\ tb, KjMikp^u, Saniowa^ 
a* d R.:ngUijn 

^3) Weekly direct ccn^m^inication between 
Mrura= and Rangoon 


14 ‘ Ctmnn’P" cation three times a aclIc 
botAcen Rangoon and Moulmein 

55) Weekly com mimic af ion between Rangoon 
Ta\ oy and Ivicrgui 


t6) For nsefhtly romnnimcation between Moul- 
mem Yeh, Palaw, la\.o>% Mcrgm and 
Bokpyin 


( 7 J Weekly direct communication between! 
Bombay and Karachi V 

{S; Weekly communication between Bombay/ 
and Karachi via the Coast ports j 


Under contract with the Post OiBce from ist May Ip04 
on an annual subsidy of R 10,00,000 


(9' W'eckh ccirmimiration between Kardchi 
anc, Busrah vta the Persian Uulf ports 


(10) W eeUv cormrunication between Karachi 
and Busrah mu the principal Persian 
Gulf ports 


fiij Daily communication between Tuticorm 
and Colombo 


(12) Fortnightly service from Negapatam to 

the Straits 

(13) Additional ^services between any ot the 

ports served by the above-mentioned 
linrs between any of the ports on the 
Coromandel Coast and Rangoon, and 
between Burma and the Straits* / 


Bp ths A^aitc SUam Navtgation Company* 


{14) Six-weeklv communjcation between Cal- 
cutta and Btirt Blair, with extensions to^ 
Madras and Rangoon, 


The consideration is not in the form of a subsidy, but of 
^aranteed rates for the transport of Government 
stores, the contract is for five years, from 1st July 1901, 
and is teritu cable after the five years by a notice of stxt 
months. 


(15) Daily comitmmcation (Fridays excepted) 
between Mymgyan and Pokdkku 

(ifi) Daily conurmnication (Mondays excepted) 
betvieen Prome and Ihayetmyo. 

{17) ComiMuntcation twice a week between 
Thayetmyo and Pok6kk«, 

(18) Communication three times a week be- 
tween Minbu and lhayetmyo, 

{19) rommiimcation between Kindat 

( 30 ), Weekly^ commumcatlon (providedi the 
depth of the water permits) between 
Kindat and Bomalin* 


ihe irrav^&ddy Flotilla Companp^ 

\ 


Under contract with the Burma Government for a period 
of five years from ist July 1 902 The subsidy R7,ooo 
per mensem is paid by the Post OSSce. 


{21) ‘Daily co«»m«nicatlon between Kadia aftd< 

(a?*) Commmiicstimt three times a wedk^ 
between Ratigocm and Basseim 

p«diy communicate ftedays excepted) ! 

, Bassem and 


Under contra^ the Burma Governi!nentto continue 
In feirraa until six bionths* notice h j^ven by either partyv 
^ The^subsl^y Kt,500ia*«ondifepa^ by 

' > ' * I 1 '> 

Under contract witb the Burma Goveimment fmu tsr 
January 189^, and to continjie in force' until mmitbs* 
notice IS glvig by i^ther Jpait^ The subsidy 
permememlspasdt^tbei%$tiMce* , ' 
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• JUn p'> y 4-* > iilt.ij*'— cos^tiHise ^ 

^ Cl drrc, -^1 if^^rc wi^h Bur na Gnvermnent to contjouc 
1?4 WreU\ rf»n frur^caticn Irrtvcct^ in f-t^e '■.x nior»t"'-V n ^f^co 1$; |?iven by ettner 

r emaTid Ki i p.-tv. ''ll . Jy R i uo pe*^ mensem paid by the 

t, ro-j OtTuc. 


i(c5' DasK comnjWnRASif :i letwefn Rc^nsj^tJra,} 
Fjyapon, Maisb^n and Yand^ on* ^ 

■fib) Ccmnnrn^cation ttiiee t,n4<»«4 a ^Atfk Le-"^ 
1 ^ t<^i. \i ouhinein and Kyondo < 

l 57) Dnalvcom^numt-ation (Sundn\N eveepted; 
betueen Mouimein and Natn a ^ 

|2?j Da Iv cDiiiifnunicrition (Sonda\«j e\cepted] 
b«.£^\een Mouirnem and Kado ^ 


Urd r r nfri : ^\'th C c fUir ni Gcj\^wn'tent tn contirue 
in ^otlo 'll ?runtiiv* ret cc la given by either 

^ w 1 *&. paid by the Peu Otbee, 

beirg R4' ^ ULurij^i^n^ 


Under -rn^rirt vtJlh ^re Bu^n^a Go^crnintrt to continue 
m io^ ( iVl 1 irmths* roti'-p »s sl«\csi b> e’t-^i-‘r 
partv, fit s«b^ d>, u'iiiLl is paid b> thi. Po*£ Ofbcej 
oeiryf Ksju ptr inenocii'*. 


(5q) ComiTJsiriication three times a week fee- 
lActn Moi-iirem, Shew gun ard K^m:a- 
iraiang 


Under cnntrart “th the B srnia Government to continue 
m Joire iintii ‘i\ months’ not ce t» i^iven bv either 
party, tr* ^hitii is paid L> ihe Pest Oflice, 

being K500 per mcnsiem* 


JSy the Arracan Izmd d 

<30) Conmiti nici^tton three t*mes a week beivveenl 
Ak%ab and Butbidaung t 


t3ij Comnivn’ cation twice a week between 
Akyab and Fa!etv%a 

(3a) Corpmunjcat^on once a week between 
A ky ab and Ky aukta iv. 

{33) Ccmmunicaliofi once a week between 
Akyab and ^tyaungbne 

134} WcekK commumoation between Akyab 
and ^akanmaw" Myebonand Kvauk- 
pyu J 


Under cnntrg'Ct with the Burma Government for five 
ye.!irs trom ifot *\pril 1905 5 >ub£idy R35 000 a jear i*? 
paid b> the Pobt Office 


I^y e Mztphtafes and Steaw Vamg 

( Under contract for ten years, from the 1st May 1904* with 
His Majesty's Secretaiy of State for India* Subsidy 
Tigris between Busr ah ami Bagdad 1 R;r4,ooo pot innum : steamers to run m connection 

U with Ime No 


By l/g’Airs Apaayi&f Ca,> Qi^cuttz^und yardine^ Mathes^n ^ Ca ^ H<kng Kongm 

(-5^^ Communication at irregular intervals^ 
between Calcutta and the Straitb and/ 

Horrg Kong, the dates of departure > No subsidy- 
being regulated mainb' with reference to \ 
the Calcutta opium sales, J 


By the Pemnsular and OrtenT&l N&mgaf$on Cempany 


4.3?) Fortnightly eommumcation between Cab 
cattaand Colombo, touchmg occasion* 
aUy at ^Madras 

Fottnigntly communication between Bom* 
^y and Colombo. 


m 


f Non*contract lines maintained by the company m con- 
necUon with the Chma and Australian mail services 
Under Article 20 of the contr'act betu'Cen the Perunsu* 
Ur and Oriental Ste<un Navigation Company and His 
Majesty's Postmaster General relating to the convey- 
ance of the East India, China, and Austraiia mails, 
matlb sent by these non-contract steamers are conveyed 
wuhout any payment other than the subsidy specified 
in that contract 


(39) 


By Rivera Steam Navigations Company*- 
r , 4)ady cammankattoos between Kowman 
r ^ bnd Ohiibrighat, between Dhubtighat ? 
, and Ga^ibitl,aivd betvreeiv Dhnbrighat f 
and Teispisr ^ the Brahmapulm River* 


By ^fhar Agenttes^ 


Under contract With the Post OfiSee from the ist hfay ipod 
to the date of opening for public traffic, of the Dhubri^ 
Gauhati sfection of the Eastern Bengal State Railway 
Annual subsidy Sfc^Skooo towards which the Bengal 
and the Eastern Bengal and Assam Governments 
contribute R^OiOCnx 


s, . By the B^bay Steam NavigMion Com* f Under contract with the Post Office from 1st October 

between^ ipoS- ^Thcmomhly subsidy paid^by 

-- which the 


Bomba^y and Goa- 
<41) ByK»,G Bwfe wnd Efodter».-*-Wm^ 


the Pojrt: Office 4$ R^^ooo, tewa^ds which the Ooa 
Governmont conbrlbcdca Kaoo- 


r— r — ^-«eiwy’v , i . 

eoi^plMfatiao^^ tmmm ^ f^Utidesr ^wltb the Borma Oovemment for fiye 

^ years ^ from ' ^ Aprd ^ Subsidy , R?3t'3iOO , sit i ‘“ 


.» iBMt Ckwaillu,, IC]f««|(I!^. «IMf 

. » Ssfidbiviw, 


- . 

f.i 


i"i’ *’ ^ '! '?"- ■’ 


Qtatfw '' imi 




T™"*! 1 ™ k F' im*. V| M ^ I ivr eyw 

V .J.- ^ 


yw 

f Und^ tjcrntract with the 

* Frotectciate for tdhe,«ife^h^ from |st July i^m%4 

The subsidy IS ef f ^ 

#5300 m the #ole chm*ge of 
Gbvernmci^, ajpd the balance, Bif$Oj^ la i 

*-*-*-*v^t- 'Protcctocam and 
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Appendix lU. 

^ .t ariieks dealt wih by ike several Dead Letter Offices during Ike year 1907-08. 

Statement shemng the number of arit eles aeatt y ^ 

Received for disposal* 

■ Registered 1 

Unregisten^ Reeistered Unregistered lette^ post- Parcels, 
letters and Ncj^papers packets. cards, and 
postcards. newspapers v packets 


291.632 4»340 j 


2,103 1,837 632 j 3 <w »444 


l.a;6.602 35.55° ^’^3° ‘3.48? MiS.598 

1 . 572 . 8*3 

404,719 S.*4i >°483 5.6*2 a,ao5 428.260 



34.37* *7<3S° 9.366 *1.099 *.*64409 

16.448 *6.945 *5.968 1.95* 1.454.220 


60,103 37,728 I 7 .* 79 1 *.047.050 1 * 4 »*,a 49 

4.230 3.347 *. 0 ®* 

6,997 6,464 2.749 


7^686,7*6 183.876 


9,563.081 

33‘34 

3,357485 

43-68 

5,920,666 

77*02 


senders j , 5 , 4 ^ 489^5 

91*46 


386,098 

118,556 

121,870 

9.017 

31-56 

7 '6 i 

*34.646 

^.703 

6o'78 

83 -sS 

3^.S'6 

to7,72o 

; 9a’34 

90*86 

t 3S4.®35 

1 99-36 

104,350 

95-02 


-61 13*16 32*66 


90*86 \ 5^*48 






If#' ' ■' 


































B »] 5ia3»37S « 7 1 +*49 1 +SS9 f ^7^*7 l«73»ao» *7 0| 7ZMi mS^S^ 4 71 +7 15 1 4*5*4 



































Appendix IX. 

Statement sbmtng the traffic staftWes of combined (post and telegraph) 

offices for the year 190T08. 


« oy 

PwtAt €»»«.« 


N et 

I ti 

\ a3ia‘'t-ir6!i 
otliceit 
«pea ea 
si*t 


TdTAIk AW’^eitJU'^T* CftSt l!S*CtllR« t •¥ m* 

Poet OrtICl WORKll^O COBBIRSP fiFflCX* 
MJlShO tB» 'f*»i** 

TlL*0«APe n»P^»TMlsT> 


Lqttp iatr« ci»ar*ed 
ts» the 

Telegraph De,aitment. 


Nqmbbr or ueftfiAoxe* 


Ct1t«r chargee 


Sent, Inland ; 
and Foreign 
(exchidrng 
♦•Free { 
tnettiagee *j* t 


Reveane realised 
daring the year on 
lent messagee 
i (Iniand and 
Fcreign). 




t, Madras 


a, Punjab aa<d N#* 
W. F. * 


5, Bengal 


4 Bombay . * j 


<» Eastern Bengal 
a8dA««M» 


4 United Pfov 
ittces » • 


^00 ooooi>| e-H 
46S ««« ooo*e'«j« 

Qc O 6 'O n. ^ ^ I 

1 'd'o a 


s a p. 

4l.7i8 2 O 

46 ,o€o 3 2 

41,80s 2 10 

38,0*58 10 5 

31985 13 10 

S!4iSlU X 9 


R o. A- 


BuTmn • 


% Central Vto^i- 
mets * » 


pi, Rajputana • j 


III! 

Isll 


► § «s-S 

■liii 

Sl-g^ 

• a 5 * c 

■Sja £.5 

iili\ 

Ili'S'* 

'Ilia 

i "♦©SS 


30^3*4 »S 4 


I4,S»6 S « 


9,056 13 4 


I feoa.^ ? . I gi70»7SS . 4 


TWililfwiSHfl^ 4 •i‘^S 


' ®BWl. fp» ?.»S 8 


lwriM» i+>’ ?* *' ’ 

’ i "i ^ ’ 

liJi'. VMS. 


toai^s »* *« 

6,ia3,i37* 

S.98«37 

i»347f070 I 

^Aiass** 3 

&a7a.376 

smm 

;».assa9« 

- 84&»4S 7 

850,361 

76 iit 6 o 


' ' f- 

♦S‘S* ' ' 



+r3» 

























































Appendix XII. 



Appendix 

Siatement shaming the receipts and charges 


Post Office Receipts. 


Amount. 


l^PosTAL Service. 

Cash Receipts. 

Postage qn Letters and Parcels, etc. « 


• « • * 


14,84,194 


Receipts on account of Money Orders • • • • 


4 SiiW 72 


Ditto ditto British Postal Orders . . . 


Deduct- 


Refnnd of Postage Collections 


< * • 


60,12,265 


60,lMi09 


Sale of Ordimry Postage Stamps {Cross yaine)* 


1,76,30,112 


JDitto Serviee 


37.56, < 56 ? 


Miseellaneotts Receipts (i.e.. Sale of waste papers^ e/rd- 
Fees for Window-Delivery Tickets . 

Other petty receipts » , , . 


• "* * I « ‘ I 


. . . iii 36 , 39 l 


1.43,856 


BBDtJCt— 

Refund of Wfn^owkDfiUyery Ttekets 

I ‘ ' < I * 

'f' i . pe^ rec^'ptS' i ' J 


» # * 


10,467 


,10,529 








'tj i' ‘^... ^^ ,..,-.!i 






4* 


of the Post Office during the year igo^-o3. 


Post Office Exfb»ditc7rb, 


Amount. 


L— Postal Service. 

Salaries and Estabhshmento 

I Director-Generars Office, Salaries * , 

Establishment 

Comptroller’s Office, Salaries ..,!*** 

Establishment • * • ^ 

* • • * * * 

rPostmaster^General, Deputy Postmasters-General, and Inspectors- 
Presidency General, Railway Mad Service and Sorting, Salaries i 

and District ■{ Presidency Postmasters, Superintendents, Assistant Superintend ' 
Offices. I ent^ and Inspectors, Salaries ... 

LEstablishment 


........ _„(■ Road Establishment . . 

J Establishment 

MAILS. (.Railway Charges ... 

1" Establishment . 

PRINTING. ) “ 

Post Office, 

Miscellaneous. Aligarh Workshop Establishment 


Chief Office, 
Calcutta. 


Presidency 
AND District 
Offices. « 


Miscellaneous and Conhngeni Charges 

f Temporary Establishment . , 

Travelling Expenses and Allowances 
Hdl Journey Allowances 
Office Expenses 

(_Grain Compensation Allowances 

( Temporary EsUblishment . 
Travelling Expenses and Allowances 
Office Expenses ... 
Grmn Compensation Allowances . 

'Experimental and Temporary Establishment . , 

Travelling Expenses and Allowances . , 

Grain Compensation Allowances .... 
Construction and repair of post offices . . * 

.Office Expenses 

Road Establishment, Temporary .... 
Ferry and Boat Establishment, Temporary , , 

Ditto Grain Compensation Allowances . . 

Ditto Contingencies . , , , 

Contingent Road Charges ..... 
Grain Compensation Allowances .... 

Railway Charges, Temporary Establishment 
Ditto Gram Compensation Allowances , 

Payment to Guaranteed and other Railways . . 

Special Train Hire 

Payments to State Railways . , , j . 

Mail Cart, Passenger, Parcel, and Goods Service Charges 
'Non-Postal Charges » .... , 


. VBounty Money "I ' . . » , . 

B f Printing, Miscellanebiis • , • . - . 

tGitw Compensaripn ,AJ1(W 

Workshop Contingaicies. v. 

MtsoeHanenunf^argei^'t. ' o 


.toSVBYANCE OF 

MAas. I 


1,44.951 

1,04481 

S9.IS9 

6,70,072 


2,67,396 

10,45.179 

1.15,01,747 

23,44.445 

22,654 

2,283 

49,150 


19,440 


2412 

29,617 

i 3 , 9 <e 

22.348 

2,552 

31a 

21,440 

31,133 

7,385 

1,27,070 

7,63,165 

2,97,043 

44447 

19,87.867 

36,079 

16,94s 

3,058 

3.87s 

1,95.055 

1,25,803 


18 

141476 

247,234 

i84D,33X 

1,55,898 

22,1^6 

1.32,952 


a*s>5 


1,62,30,957 












^ I s i 

H ^ I 

pSili 







Appe.idii: 

vis-^sn^ ii'ie and charges of the 


Post OviiCt Rtt;.!PTs. 


IL— NON'PoSIAL BRANCHE.S, 

Mail Cari^ Puss nqst", Pan‘'i, and Goods Service Receipts 


Conlntsution from ?Sd*ne States 


■ « • 


TOTAt Revejjue as per Posi O.-fsce account 


GRAND TOTAL 


i’ 


For i907'08 
Fob 1906-07 


Amrstint* 


n 


22,946 


R 


22.946 


6,000 


2, 73, 46, 625 


2,7346,623 

2,62,69413 


Xll’-corJd. 

Posi O^ce durt ig the year /po^-d^—cos.tcL 




Post Ophce Es-pskditosie 


11 . — Non-Postal BsANCHns. 

Conveyance op f Mail Cart, Passenger, Parcel, and Good? Service 
Mails. (.Subsidies 


Total 

Total ExpENoiTuts as per Post Office Accolnt 


III.— Charges not dealt with in the Postal Dlpartment, but debited to 
Post Office in finance and Revenue Accounts. 

District Post Establishments in Baluchistan 

Stores from England . . ......... 

Payments under Postal Arrangements w’lth Lords of the Treasury 


Total 


I For 1507-08 . 
V,For 1906-07 , 


GRAND TOTAL 
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THE POST OFFICE OF INDIA 
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FOB THE YEAft 


1907 - 1908 , 






